' The world we live in is a world 
awhere people are divided into classes 
according to their role in production. 
m The two major classes in society are 
the capitalist class and the working 
class. The capitalists own. the means 
of production (factories, machines, - 
etc.) but produce nothing. The workers, 
on the other hand, receive only meag~ 
er wages for: the sale of their labor 
power to the capitalists. Almost al] 
production in society is done by the 
workers. However, almost all the ben- 
efits from this production go to the 
capitalists. The basis for production 
in this society is profit. The capi- 
talists are not interested in having 
thé workers produce things that peop- 
le can use or that people need. They 
are only interested in what makes them 
Bathe biggest profit. Thus, while the 
capitalists get richer and richer, the 
jworkers are worse off than they were 
before. 
In order to increase profits the 
capitalists resort to all sorts of 
mtechniques which most of us are fam- 
iliar with:speed-up, wage cuts, unem- 
ployment, labor-saving machinery. 
While, for instance, labor-saving 
machinery would-be progressive in a 
society run by the workers, it does 
nothing under capitalism but throw 
them on the dole. It fs just another 
attack on the working class. 
Another feature of capitalist soci- 
ety is war. Every day there is a war 
going on somewhere in the world. This 


is oue to the necessity of the capital-- 


fists to wage war in oraer to get aheaa 
of the capitalists in other countries. 
The working class has no interests. in 
supporting these wars. What the work- 
ers want is peace. However, there can 
be no peace until the capitalists and 
their system have been removed from 
ipower and replacea by a seciety run 
by the workers on an international co- 
Operative basis. : , 
To do this, it is of no use electing 
people to Congress or as Presicent. The 


Sy: rs 
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government is nothing more than-the 
executive committee of the ruling class.. 


It is the owners of the big corpora- 
tions who have the final say as to what 
goes on. It is necessary to organize 
our own workers! councils. The coun- 
cils will be the class rule of the 
workers after the revolutionary over- _ 


_ throw of capitalism. then capitalism 


s Congress will. go with it. All the 
racy surrounding Congress is just | 
a sham to keep us tied to this system. 
It is democracy for the rich, for the 
capitalists. Our democracy will be 
real democracy, proletarian democracy ,, 


‘the democracy of the many. We do not 


simply want a workers' government, we 
want a workers' republic. 

In the process of waging the class 
struggle, the working class aevelops 
the revolutionary class consciousness 
necessary for carrying out its task of 
destroying the capitalist social order 
and replacing it with an international 
co-operative oraer of al] producers, 
socialism. The acquisition of revolu- 
tionary class consciousness does not, 
however, occur simultaneously through- 
out the class as a whole. Some workers 
will see the need for a revolutionary 


‘struggle against all the institutions 


and mystifications of capital (e.g. 
elections, unions, unitea fronts, na- 
tional liberation movements) before 
the rest. It jis necessary for these 
revolutionary workers to organize 
themselves into a revolutionary party 
so as to carry out a coherent, ceh- 
tralizea COMMUNIST intervention inte 
the struggles of their class. The pur- 
pose of this: intervention is not to 
set themselves up as "leaders'', but to. 
pose the necessity of generalizing is- 
olated struggles into a classwide 
struggle against the capitalist system. 
While such a party is both democratic 
and centralized, it is not "democrat- 
ic-centralist'' in the Leninist sense 
of an artificial "iron discipline’. 

On the contrary, its centralization. 
comes from the living ideological 1! ink 
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of its cagre. It is not a party of 


"leaders" and "masses", with the “rank 
and file following "the line; it is 
an organization of revolutionary com 
mnist.workers, whose fundamental id- 
eological and programmatic agr cement - 
enables them.to carry out coherent cen 
tralized intervention on the basis of 
the fullest democracy. However, it is- 
not’ enough to build such a party here 
in the Unitea States. Capitalism is a 


‘world system. Even so-called "Commn- 


ist" Russia and Chine are capital ist 
(state capitalist). In order to wage 
& successful worldwide struggle 


‘against capitalism, the workers! strug 


gle and the revolutionary workers par- 
ty must be international. It is as 
part of the process of the devel opment 
of the International Party of Revolu- 
tionary Workers that the Revolutionary 
ee Group and WORKERS! TRUTH ex-. 
st. 7 
In 1917 the Russian workers, organ-~ 
ized in revolutionary soviets (work- - 
ers' councils), seized power under 
the leadership of the Bolshevik Party.. 
However, the revolution was isolated 
due to the failure of the revolution 
in Western Europe, and the Russian - 
workers, exhausted from the hard strug 
gle in a backward country, lost power 


. as the Bolsheviks more and more sub- 


stituted their. authority for that of 
the working class, until the point was 
reached in 192] where the Bolsheviks 
and the working class stcod on opposite 
sides of the class line. However, des- 
pite the defeat of the workers in 1921 
their struggle and victory in 1917 re- 
mains, along with the Paris Commune of 
1871, as a beacon for workers through- 
out the world. , ‘ 
Under capitalism we workers are noth-# 
ing more than menials. We deserve a 
better life. We deserve social ism. 
However, it will not be handed to us 
on a platter. We must fight for it. : 
For if we ao not fight for socialism, ff 
we will be handed barbarism. Socialism — 
or barbarism? FIG LISM: | 


od 
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Layoffs and 


We have already discussed the 
Trotsxyist "transitional" pro- 
gram and the question of layoffs 
and unemployment, starting from the 
"Sliding scale of wages and hours" 
on up to nationalization (WCRKERS! 
TRUTH, Nov. 1974). The last aspect 
of leftist layoff agitation to take 
up is the various schemes put for- 
ward to make state capitalism (na- 
tionalization) more palatable. 

The first of these schemes is 
nationalization under trade union 
control. The essential difference 
between this and simple nationali- 
zation is that George Meany becomes 
the top economic advisor instead of 
whoever's up there now, and your 
Shop steward becomes your foreman. 
So, while it will probably mean a 
pay hike for shop stewards, it's 
going to mean more cf the same old 
thing for the rest of us. We've 
heard the unions before: increase 
production, take a few layoffs, 
take some forced overtime, take a 
little less pay, it's for the "good 
of the country", the "national in- 
terest". In fact, the unions have 
probably used the phrase "national 
interest" more than Richard Nixon! 

But the"national interest" they're 
talking about is the interest of 
Capital. Our interest, the IN'TERNA- 
NATIONAL interest of the world work- 
ing class, the interest in a decent 
Standard of living for ourselves, 
our families and our fellow workers 
is directly antagonistic to Capi- 
tal's (and therefore the unions) 
interest. It is in the interest of 
Capital to get us to produce more 
g 2nd get paid less. The unions only 


the Left Part Three 


ist Communist Faction of the Italian 


"champion" struggles against man- 
agement on the wages field for two 
reasons: to head us off from a real 
all-out struggle against capital, a 
struggle which in the end would have 
to pose the abolition of wage-labor 
(and thus the abolition of the role 
of the unions over the price of our 
labor power) and the destruction of 
the capitalist state (not its take- 
over of industry); and to strengthen 
themselves against other factions 
of capital so as to be able to as- 
Sume greater control over society 
(ultimately nationalization under 
trade union control!). 

Cftentimes the Trotskyists call 
for nationalization under "workers' 
control." What do they mean by 
"workers' control"? In most cases 
they simply mean union control (some 
Groups like the Class Struggle 
League use the®two interchangably). 
however, in some cases they mean 
that the workers in the plants will 
"control" the production process 
(in the realm of line speed, condi- 
tions, productivity, efficiency, 
etc.). However, such "control" is 
fictitious so long as the enterprise 
is the property of the capitalist 
state. It is nothing more than the 
"participation" of workers in the 
regulation of their own exploita- 
tion! "Workers' control" has been 
instituted in various plants as an 
experiment and has done nothing to 
S0lve the problems of layoofs and 
unemployment. It has only served to 
increase productivity and amass 
greater profits for capital -- at 
the workers' expense! 

The statements of the Abstention- 


Socialist Party in 1920 on "workers! 
control" and nationalization are 
especially valid today: 

eeethe obtaining of a right of 
greater or lesser control over 
production by these organizations 
(unions and factory councils--iT) 
is not incompatible with the capi- 
talist system. It can even be a 
last resort for its preservation. 

Even the transfer of management 
of enterprises to the factory 
councils does not constitute (as 
we have said concerning the un 
ions) the advent of the communist 
SyStem. According to the true com- 
munist conception, workers' con- 
trol over production will only be 
realized after the overthrow of 
bourgeois power and it will be the 
control over the running of every 
enterprise by the entire proletar- 
iat united in the council State; 
communist management of production 
will be the direction of all 
branches and all productive units 
by the rational collective insti- 
tutions that will represent the 
interests of all the workers as- 
sociated in the task of building 
communism. 

Capitalist relations of produc- 
tion cannot be altered through the 
intervention of the organs of 
bourgecis power. 

That is why the transfer of pri- 
vate enterprises to the state or 
local administration does not 
correspond in the least to the 
communist conception. Such a 
transfer is always accompanied by 
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Is Indochina 


& 


Going Communist? 


NLF-ARVN-—2 Sides of the Same Coin 


April 13-- As this article is writ- 
ten the Cambodian government has 
fled Phnom Penh. The replacement 
regime is trying to get the Soviet 
Union to intercede with the insur- 
gent Khmer Reuge forces in order to 
atart negotiations for a peace set- 
tlement that will give their fac- 
tion of Cambodian capital at least 
a share in running Cambodia. Bar- 
ring such negotiations, the fall of 
Phnom Penh to the Khmer Rouge ap- 
pears to be imminent, despite re- 
newed airlifting of food and ammu- 
nition by the US government to the 
Cambodian army. 

At the same time, the ARVN is 
making a last ditch defense against 
the offensive of the DRVN/NLF which 
has limited the Thieu regime to 
control over only the southern tip 
of South Vietnam around Saigon. 
Barring a big US intervention in 
Vietnam (which in view of the re- 
cent evacuation of Americans from 
Cambodia appears unlikely), most US 
intelligence sources have given the 
Thieu regime less than a month be- 
fore Saigon falls. Rumors are ram- 
pant of a possible coup against 


Thieu bringing in a government which 


would then seek negotiations with 
the DRVN/NLF. 

Caught in the middle of this are 
the Indochinese workers and pea- 
sants. Driven from their homes and 
Slaughtered by both sides, they see 
nowhere ‘to turn. All around them 


there is nothing but the carnage and 


devastation of decades of war, dec- 
ades of imperialist butchery in 
which workers are nothing but can- 
non fodder for all the armies in- 
volved. 

Against this backdrop of war and 
destruction, the legacy of capital- 
ist decadence, the debates rage in 
the US press (left, right and "es- 
tablishment"). Administration sup- 
yorters and conservatives castigate 
Congress for "abandoning America's 
moral obligation" to send arms and 
troops to Thieu's aid. Ultra-con- 
servatives call for the formation 


- Of private armies to fight in Viet- 


nam. Congressional liberals attack . 


the corruption of the Thieu regime 
and refuse to allocate the $722 
million in aid demanded by Ford 
(leaving the door open, however, if 
a more "democratic" regime replaces 
Thieu's). The Communist Party calls 
for the implementation of the Paris 
peace accords and a coalition gov- 
ernment. The extreme left of capi- 
tal, meanwhile attacks the CP for 
"betraying the Vietnamese revolu- 
tion" and demands that the DRVN/NLF 
take Saigon and construct a North 
Vietnamese-style state capitalism 
in the South. 

There is, however, one common 
thread and point of agreement run- 
ning through all of these arguments 
from Bill Buckley's NATIONAL REVIEW 
on the right to the Spartacist 
League and other Trotskyists on the 
left: the present DRVN/NLF/Khmer 
Rouge offensive has something to do 
with Indochina going communist. 

IS. Indochina’ going communist? Will 
a North Vietnamese victory bring 
communism to Indochina? Will it de- 
stroy capitalism while creating a 
"deformed workers’ state" as the 
Trotskyists (epitomized by the SL) 
claim? If Sihanouk returns to a 
"liberated" Cambédia will he be a 
"deformed workers! king''? 

The answers to these questions 
are not to be found in any of the 
Sleights of hand and capitalist 
mystifications palmed off by the 
capitalist factions (left and right) 
aS an analysis of communism and the 
world situation. Only a Marxist an- 
alysis of global social relations 
can break through the smokescreen 
of capital and arrive at a real un- 
derstanding of what is happening in 
Indochina. 

Before deciding whether or not In- 
dochina is going communist, we must 
be clear on what communism is and 
what it is not. For a Marxist, com- 
munism has nothing to do with what 
presently exists in Russia, China, 
Cuba, North Vietnam, etc. Communism 
is a global society of freely asso- 
ciated producers, a society without 
bosses and workers, just producers, 
a society based on production for 


social need, not for profit (either 
for corporate magnates or for state 
bureaucrats). 

However, even the Trotskyists will 
grant that communism cannot be ach- 
ieved in a single country or in a 
single area like Indochina. They 
maintain that Indochina will become 
a "deformed workers! state" (or 
more likely a’groun of "deformed 
workers' states") if the DRVN/NLF/ 
Khmer Rouge forces are victorious. 
For them, capitalism will have been 
destroyed and a dictatorship of the 
proletariat, the road to communism, 
instituted in Indochina (albeit in 
a deformed fashion). But this only 
deals with a part of the question-- 
the fact that communism must be in- 
ternational and not national. It de- 
nies the Marxist maxim that the 
"liberation of the workers can only 
be the deed of the working class it- 
self". 

For the Trotskyists some outside 
force (be it the peasantry, the So- 
viet Union or the Communist Party) 
can substitute for the working class 
and destroy capitalism for it. How- 
ever, this is nothing but a capital- 
ist subterfuge, a demonstration of 
the capitalist nature of Trotskyism. 
For in fact capitalism has never 
been destroye@ in any of Trotsky= 
ism's "deformed workers' states". 
Wage-labor, commodity production 
and capital accumulation were never 
abolished. Nor CAN they be abolished 
completely in a single country for 
any length of time. The working 
class in a single country or region 
can only make inroads on the WORLD 
system of capitalist production, 
temporary suppression of capitalist 
economic categories which can then 
only become Stabilized with the 
spread of the revolution around the 
globe. However, unlike the Russian 
Revolution of 1917 (a revolution 
which degenerated into state capi- 
talism with the defeat of the world 
working class in 1921), the various 


"deformed workers! states" from 


Hastern Europe to Cuba and East As- 
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Portugal: 


April 25 marks the first anniversary of the left- 
wing military coup which placed the Armed Forces 
Movement (AFM) in power. Since the coup, the AFM nas 
shown a distinct shift to the left on the capitalist 
political spectrum. The ouster of General Antonio de 
Spinola from the presidency and his eventual exile 
from vortugal following an aovcrted right wing coup 
attempt, purvortedly to replace Spinola in power, 
uew president Costa GomeS's statement that "the 
Communist Party has always been right", banning of 
the Christian-Democratic Party and the exertion of 
State control over the banks all demonstrate the 
marked move towards a more intense state Capitalist 
regime following the lines of Cuban development af- 
ter tne 1959 "revolution". 

April 25 is more than just an anniversary for the 
AFM (whose leading junta has transformed intself in- 
to the Supreme Revolutionary Council after the recent 
coup attempt). It also marks the date for elections 
to a civilian constituent assembly which was to have 
written a constitution for Portugal and laid the ba- 
sis for a Portuguese parliament. However, the six 
major legal parties (Social Democratic Party, Popu- 
lar Socialist Front, Socialist Party, Popular Demo- 
crats, Communist Party, Portuguese Movement) have all 
Signed a statement agreeing that the military would 
have the final say on all important questions for 
the foreseeable future. Thus, they have confirmed 
the Supreme Revolutionary Council's own statement 
that this body of primarily leftist army officers 
waS permanent and irrevocable. It is therefore 
quite clear that even from the capitalist point of 
view the existence of the Supreme Revolutionary 
Council (SRC) makes these elections as meaningless as 
the existence of the Cook County Democratic Party 
Central Committee makes elections in Chicago! 

The close ties. between the SRC and the Communist 
Party (CP) can be seen from more than Costa Gomes! 
Statement. The CP is the major civilian force in the 
government, and the elections were postponed for 
one reaSOn SO aS tO maxe clear to the peaSantry 
(none of whom know anything about voting, as elec- 
tions are something new for Portugal, and many of 
whom are illiterate) just which hammer and sickle 
party was which. No less than 12 parties, including 
the Cr, use the hammer and sickle as their symbol. 

No doubt it would be most embarrassing for the SRC 
if, after all its countryside propaganda for their 
CP bloc partners, the peasants ended up voting for 
the wrong hammer and sickle! Cne of the steps taken 
by the SRC in order to "clarify" the situation has 
oeen the banning of the Maoist Movement for the Re- 
organization of the Proletarian Party (MRPP). The 
MRPP, which is no more proletarian, no more commun- 
ist, and no less reactionary than the counter-revo- 
lutionary CP, has been a consistent thorn in the 
Side of the SRC/cP government, calling its own demon- 
Strations and posing itself as a left Opposition to 
tne policies of the government. hat this has boiled 
down to essentially is calling for the government to 
Speed up the process of state Capitalization of the 
economy. 

Some capitalist oublications like William F. Buck= 
ly's NATIONAL REVIEW fear that Portugal is on its way 
to becoming a "European Cuba" with NATO bases being 
replaced by Russian ones. But this is not what the 
working class has to fear. Whether Portugal remains 
a U.S. ally through NATO, or whether it turns to the 
Soviet Union is of no fundamental concern to use Nei- 
ther imperialist power has anything to offer the 
working class and will use its power Only to crush us, 
not to defend us. The Portuguese workers must not al- 
low themselves to be led into the trav of defending 
One imperialist bloc against another, nor into the 
equally pernicious trap of defending the interests 
of Portuguese capital against either one or both of 
the powers. Nor should American or Russian workers 
think that it maxes any difference for them whether 
the Portuguese capitalists support "their own" ex- 
ploiters. 

However, what we must be on our guard for, and what 
definitely concerns us is the "democratic", anti- 
fascist, electoralist card of the state capitalist 
left wing of capital. The scenario that Capital is 
setting up in Portugal has already been played out 
in Chile with Allende's “Marxist" presidency and 
"peaceful road to socialism". The Portuguese capital- 
ists, faced with the rising militancy of Portuguese 
workers (especially in the airlines and postal in- 
dustries), nave chosen the left as the best foot to 
put forward in their attempt to keep working class 
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Not Capitalist Elections, 
WORKERS’ REVOLUTION! 


Struggle contained within the limits of capitalist 
collective bargaining, social contract and electoral 
politics. 

Today the left is pushing elections and anti-fasc- 
ism. They seek to mobilize the Portuguese workers 
into a front for state capitalism. In order to do 
this they have and will try to confuse and mystify 
the Portuguese working class. But the room for man- 
euver is rapidly slipping away for Portuguese capi- 
tal, as for capital everywhere. Faced with an inevi- 
table confrontation, with the ineluctable inabil- 
ity to continue mystifying the workers, as the deep- 
ening of capitalism's global crisis tears off capi- 
tal's "veil of decency", Portuguese capital (just 
lixe Chile) will withdraw its dried up excuse for a 
carrot and bring out the stick. Already, during the 
working class upsurge following the coup last April, 
the CP nodded in agreement when Spinola promised the 
workers a "firm hand" if they did not stop struggling 
and messing up the national economye Since then the 
CP and its union arm,the Inter-Syndical Federation, 
have done everything in their power (from "friendly 
persuasion" to scabs to armed force) to stifle the 
Struggle of the Portuguese workers. 

The difference between Portugal and Chile may be 
the fact that this time the CP along with its bloc 
partners in the junta will be wielding the stick. 
But whether the CP paves the way to state Capitalism 
a la Cuba or whether it gets kicked around a la Chile 
One thing is for sure: its present task is to disarm 
the Portuguese working class so as to leave it de- 
fenseless in the coming confrontation between Capital 
and working class. It will Strive to confuse and: 
deaden the consciousness of the working class so as 
to maintain the rule of Capital, be it state capital 
or "private" capital. 

The truth of the matter is that Portugal's troubles 
were not caused by rightist generals like Caetano and 
Spinola. Nor will they be solved by the CP and the 
SRC. Likewise Allende's Unidad Popular in Chile was 
not the cause of inflation and low living standards, 
just as General Pinochet is not the reason that in- 
flation and depressed living is still around. The fa 
fact is that Chile and Portugal are simply Striking 
examples of the global economic and social deterior- 
ation marking the deepening of the worldwide crisis 
Of capitalism. Conditions are more pronounced in 
countries like Portugal and Chile because they are 
weaker On the competitive Scene than countries like 
the UeS. or the Soviet Union. Thus, since this 
weakened condition of Capital produces a reflex ac- 
tion of struggle on the part of the working class 
in attempt to better its Squalid living conditions, 
the capitalists are compelled to use these countries 
as testing grounds for their maneuvers against the 
working class worldwide. If Successful, the left tac- 
tic of capital in Chile (where it has already proved 
successful) and in Portugal (where it has yet to be 
played out to the end) will no doubt be the tactic 
for capital throughout Europe (and with Slight varia- 
tions in North America). 

But the working class is not Simply a passive Ohject 
in the experiments of Capital. Rather, it is an ac- 
tive force, a force which can destroy capital's ex- 
periments in repression in the course of destroying 
capital itself. To the experiments of capital the 
working class must counterpose the world proletarian 
revolution. And it is precisely capital's weakness in 
Portugal that opens up tremendous possibilities for 
the Portuguese workers. Responding to the Social-Dem- 
ocrats in 1919, who did not believe it possible that 
the proletarian revolution could begin in "backward 
Russia", Leon Trotsky wrote: 

Precisely because of the entire preceding develop-. 

ment, the task of initiating the revolution, as we 

have already seen, was not placed on an old prole- 
tariat with mighty political and trade union organ- 
izations, ‘with massive traditions of parliamentar- 
ianism and trade unionism, but upon the young pro- 
letariat of a backward country. History took the 
line of least resistance. The revolutionary epoch 
burst in through the most weakly barricaded door. 
We are neither "third worldists", nor do we wish to 
mechamically apply the events of the revolutionary 
wave following world war one. However, we do wish to 
point out the possibilities for Portugal. There are 
only two courses open for humanity: working class rev- 
Olution and imperialist world war. While war is not 
"around the corner" the only working class solution 
to the crisis lies in revolution. The development of 
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1920 Appeal of the K.A.P.D. 


ARCHIVES OF THE REVCLUTICN is a 
regular feature of WORKERS' TRUTH. 
Each month we reprint for the bene- 
fit of our readers part or all of’a 
particular sveech, article or docu- 
ment from the vast and rich heritage 
of the revolutionary Marxist move- 
ment. In this issue we reprint the 
1920 Appeal of the Communist Work- 
ers Party of Germany (Kommunist- 
ische Arbeiter Partei Deutschlands+ 
KAPD). This month marks the 55th 


anniversary of the founding confer- 
ence of the XAPD at which this ap- 


peal was adopted. In this abdpeal the 


KAPD took a stand against many of 
the old carry-overs from Social- 
Democratic reformism that the Thira 
(COmmunist) International had fail- 
ed to break from: parliamentarism, 


trade union work, leadership substi- 


tution for the Self-activity of the 
woraing class in the councils. Des- 
pit the confusing final Paragraph 


this appeal stands as 4 ringing 
call for the Self-activity of the 
working class against all the lead- 
ers that capitalism attempts to 
foist upon it (from the right or 
the left). We of the Revolutionary 
workers Group are prouc to view the 
a part of our heritage, and 
we hope to publish other articles 
by the XAPD from the period of the 
early 1920's in future issues. 


The Communist Party of Germany 
(Spartakusbund), founded by Karl 
Liebknecht, Rosa Luxemburg, Franz 
Mehring and others has sunk into 
political and moral bankruptcy. 

After the death of these great 
fighters of the International Pro- 
letariat, an ambitious, power-hun- 
ery clique of leaders has risen UD, 
using every corrupt means available 
to it, in order to Sabotage, for 
their own egotistical ends, the id- 
eas Of the proletarian revolution, 
and drag the Party in a reformist 
direction; thus driving the major- 
ity of the members into fierce Op- 
position to the reformist tactics 
of the Central Committee of the 
Spartakusbund. 

The Central Committee has already 
brought about the expulsion from 
ia had nothing to do with working 
class revolution. The same is true 
in Indochina. The workers of Indo- 
china have yet to move into strug-- 
gle independently of the "Yankee 
flunkies" of South Vietnam or the 
State bosses of North Vietnam. They 
have either stood aside as passive 
spectators to war which raged most- 
ly in the countryside, or been driv- 
en from their homes by American bom 
bombs and North and South Vietnam- 
ese bayonets, or been dragooned in- 
to one or another of the armies to 
serve aS cannon fodder in this mon- 
strous game of imperialist dominos. 
The following written in the March 
1973 WORKERS' TRUTH following the 
Signing of the Paris accords holds 
true for today: 

Symptomatic of the political de- 

generacy of the American left is 

the fact that now that the peace 
that is no peace is perhaps oc- 
curring in Indochina, no one real- 
izes that the struggle has not 
even begun. 
There can be no Vietnamese or In- 
dochinese revolution. Without the 
WORLD WORKING CLASS REVOLUTION 
there will be nothing. Such a revo- 
lution must be carried out by the 
world working class. We cannot wait 
for some substitute force to liber- 
ate us. Cur liberation in the US and 
the Soviet Union as well as in Indo- 
china can only come about through 
Our Own Struggle for the destruc- 
tion of the capitalist state and 
the abolition of wage-labor and the 
Market economy. ~ : 


the Farty of all those groups in 
the K.P.D. who would not give un 
their implacable Struggle against 
the counter-revolutionary institu- 
tions -- Parliament, the Trades Un- 
ions and the legalized Works Coun- 
cils -- without giving these groups 
the opportunity to state and prove 
their position to the Party Con- 
gress. 

Thus the Central Committee of the 


“Spartakusbund themselves furnished 


the proof that they wanted the 
Split in the Party, because the rev- 
Olutionary will of the membership 
WaS Opposed to the counter-revolu- 
tionary machinations of the Central 
Committee. 

The opposition has now constitut- 
ed itself as the Communist “orkers 


Is Indochina going communist? NOC! 
Communism is the liberating task of 
the world's workers! It is not 
Statified exploitation! 

DOWN WITH THE CAPITALIST EXPLOITERS 
IN NCRTH AND SOQUTE VIETNAM AND 


Party of Germany (AsAePSD.).. The 
SeAePsD. is not a party in the tra- 
ditional Sense. it is no leadership 
Partye It's main work will be in 
helping the German proletariat to 
its utmost on its way to liberation 
from every leadership. Liberation 
trom treacherous, counter-revolu- 


tionary leadership -- politics is 
the most effective method for the 


unification of the proletariat in 
the Spirit of council thougnt. 

Workers! Comrades! The KeAePeD. 
is the determined vanguard of the 
German Proletariat. Comrades, make 
our rarty so active, that it will 
lead the German froletariat to vic- 
torye : 

Long live the world revolution. 
Long live the Third International. 
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The world we live in is a world 
awhere people are divided into classes 
according to their role in production. 
m The two major classes in society are 
the capitalist. class and the working 
class. The capitalists own. the means 
of production (factories, machines, - 
etc.) but produce nothing. The workers, 
on the other hand, receive only meag— 
er wages for: the sale of their labor 
power to the capitalists. Almost all 
production in society is done by the 
workers. However, almost all the ben- 
efits from this production go to the 
capitalists. The basis for production 
in this society is profit. The capi- 
talists are not interested in having 
the workers produce things that peop- 
le can use or that people need. They 
are only interested in what makes them 
the biggest profit. Thus, while the 
capitalists get richer and richer, the 
workers are worse off than they were 
In order to increase profits the 
capitalists resort to all sorts of 
mB techniques which most of us are fam- 
iliar with:speed-up, wage cuts, unem- 
ployment, labor-saving machinery. 
While, for instance, labor-saving 
pachinery would-be progressive in a 
society run by the workers, it does 
nothing under capitalism but throw 
them on the dole. It is just another 
attack on the working class. 
Another feature of capitalist soci- 
ety is war. Every day there is a war 
going on somewhere in the world. This 


1s aque to the necessity of the capital-~ 


ists to wage war. in oraer to get aheaa 
lof the capitalists in other countries. 

e working class has no interests. in 
supporting these wers. What the work- 
ers want is peace. However, there can 
be no peace until the capitelists and 
their system have been removed from 
power and replacea by a society run 
by the workers on an international co- 
Operative basis. 

To do this, it is of no use electing 


AGHT FOR 


It is the owners of the big corpora- 
tions who have the final say as to what 
goes on, It is necessary to organize 
our ow workers! councils. The coun- 
cils will be the class rule of the 
workers after the revolutionary over- 


_thtow of capitalism. When capitalism 


goes Congress will. go with it. All the 


Semocracy surrounding Congress is just 


a-sham to keep us tied to this system. 
It is democracy for the rich, for the 
capitalists. Our democracy wil! be 

real democracy, proletarian democracy, 


‘the democracy of the many. We do not 


simply want a workers' government,. we 
want a workers' republic. 
In the process of waging the class 
struggle, the working class aevelops 
the revolutionary class consciousness 
necessary for carrying out its task of 
destroying the capitalist social order 
and replacing it with an international 
co-operative oraer of a1] producers, 
socialism. The acquisition of revolu- 
tionary class consciousness does not, 
however, occur simultaneously through- 
out the class as a whole. Some workers 
will see the need for a revolutionary 
struggle against all the institutions 
and mystifications of capital (e.g. 
elections, unions, unitea fronts, na- 
tional liberation movements) before 
the rest. It is necessary for these 
revolutionary workers to organize 
themselves into a revolutionary party 
so as to carry out a coherent, ceh- — 
tralizea COMMUNIST intervention into 
the struggles of their class. The pur- 
pose of this: intervention is not to 
set themselves up as "leaders", but ‘to. 
pose the necessity of generalizing is- 
olated struggles into a classwide 5 
struggle against the capitalist system. 
While such a party is both democratic. 
and centralized, it is not "democrat- 
ic-centralist" in the Leninist sense 
of an artificial “iron discipline’. 
On the contrary, its centralization. 


"government is nothing more than-the | 
executive committee of the ruling class.. 


of its cadre. It-is not a party of 
"leaders" and "masses", with the "rank 
and file’ following "the line; it is 
an organization of revolutionary com- 
mumnist.workers, whose fundamental - id- 
ecological and programmatic agreement- 
enables them.to carry out coherent cen 
tralized intervention on the basis of 
the fullest democracy. However, it is: 
not-enough to build such a party here 
in the Unitea States. Capitalism is cc) 
world system. Even so-called "Commun- 
ist" Russia and China are capitalist 
(state capitalist). In order to wage 
a successful worldwide struggle — 
‘against capitalism, the workers’ strug 
gle and the revolutionary workers paer- 
ty must be tnternational. It is as 
part of the process of the devel opment 
-of the International Party of Revolu- 
tionary Workers that the Revolutionary 
Workers Group and WORKERS! TRUTH ex-. 
ist. 

In 1917 the Russian workers, organ-— 
ized in revolutionary soviets (work- - 
ers' councils), seized power under 

| the leadership of the Bolshevik Party. - 
However, the revolution was isolated 
due to the failure of the ravolutim 
in Western Europe, and the Russian - - 
workers, extiausted from the hard strug 
gle in a backward country, lost power 


. as the. Bolsheviks more and more sub- 


stituted their. authority for that of 
the working class, until the point was 
reached in 192] where the Bolsheviks ~ 


and the working class stood on opposite 


sides of the class } ine. However, des- 
pite the defeat of the workers in 1921, 
their struggle and victory in 1917 re- 
mains, along with the Paris Commune of: 
1871, as a beacon for workers through- 
out the world. ? : 
Under capitalism we workers are not 
ing more than menials. We deserve a 
better life. We deserve social ism. 
However, it will not be handed to us 
on a platter. We must fight for it. — 
For if we ao not fight for social ism, 


we will be handed barbarism. Socialism 


sth 


...Portugal from page 2 


the struggle of the Portuguese workers into a class 
conscious fight against the capitalist State, wage- 
labor and the capitalist system as a whole could very 
well touch off a global revolutionary wave that would 
far eclipse that of 1917-1923. Already in Spain, the 
worsxing class has been in almost constant struggle 
for the past several months, in some cases organizing 
maSS autonomous workers’ assemblies. 

The Spanish workers have demonstrated the method of 
action: autonomous, self-organized struggle. It is 
necesSary to develop that action into a truly revolu- 
tionary action -- an action which sweeps across bor- 
ders and embraces the Portuguese workers (and even- 
tually the workers of all Europe and the world) in 
the struggle against the Leftists, the fascists and 
the moderates alike, a struggle for the destruction of 
the capitalist state and the abolition Of. wage-labor 


and capital. The following, written in May 1974 
WORKERS' TRUTH is just as valid today as it was 
then: 

"Elections, if held, will be meaningless for the 
workers, for they will still remain wage Slaves. And 
this is the essence of bourgeois dictatorship. Demo- 
cracy or fascism, one man rule or free elections, 
censhorship or freedom of the press, "free enter- 
prise" and competition or nationalization and stati- 
fication, so long as the wage labor system exists 
the working class will remain the slaves of capital, 
their lives subordinated to the demands of an economy 
based on profit through the production of market ex- 
change values. No matter who wins an election, whe- 
ther the government is run by fascists or trade un- 
ion bureaucrats, the problems of capitalism will not 
be eliminated. 

Only a workers' revolution overthrowing capital- 
ism in its entirety, abolishing wage labor and the 
market and dismantling the Capitalist state and cre- 
ating socialism will solve anything. The time for 
reforms is long goneeeee 

It should be clear by now that nothing of REAL ben- 
efit to the working class has happened in Portugal. 
They are not fundamentally better off than they were 
under Caetano. \iage-slaver) is wage-Slavery. And so 
long as the bourgeoisie retain their Supremacy, 
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people-to Congress or as Presicent. The comes from the living ideological link or barbarism? FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM: ; 


nothing of real benefit can come about for the work- 
ers. They must take things into their own hands. The 
workers in Portugal must unite with workers through- 
out the world to take it upon themselves to sweep 
away the present society of war and economic crisis 
and create a new society out of their own energies, 
a society based on the co-operative development of 
humanity." 

DOWN WITH CAPITALIST ELECTIONS! 

DOWN WITH DEMOCRATIC WAGE=-SLAVERY! 

FOR WORKAERS' REVOLUTION AND SOCIALISM! 
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30 years of war in Vietnam 
have ended finally. The American 
leftists pet slogan of "Victory 
to the NLF" has been realized. 
The Saigon regime has fallen and 
Saigon itself has been renamed 
Ho Chi Minh City. The leftists 
are going through orgasms of de- 
light as can be seen from the 
headlines in the papers talking 
about "victories for humanity's 
“imperialism on the run", etc. 


One would think from this that 
the world working class had gain 
ed a great victory, that capi- 
talism has been smashed in 
Southeast Asia and that world 
imperialism has been definitive- 
ly weakened. However, unfortu- 
nately, such is not the case. As 
a matter of fact, the working 
class in Vietnam had very little 
to do with the conflict except 
insofar as workers were drafted 
into the North or South Vietnam- 
ese armies. Unlike the Russian 
Revolution of 1917 which was the 
initiation of the revolutionary 
wave of the world working class 
provoked by the first imperialist 
world war, the so-called Viet- 
namese revolution was nothing 
more than a civil war fought be- 
tween two contending capitalist 
factions and backed by various 
self-interested imperialist 
powers. 

Although the victory of the 
NLF/North Vietnamese forces is 
not our victory, it doesn't fol- 
low that the victory of the Sai- 
gon regime would have been our 
victory. Our class can only win 
victories through intransigent 
AUTONOMCUS struggle against all 


truth 


‘ Workers of 


INT, INSTITUUT 
SOC. GESCHIEDENIS 
AMSTERDAM 


All Countries, Unite! 


The liberation of the workers can only be the deed: of the working class itself. 


Vietnam Is No Victory 
or the World's | 
Workers 


factions of capitalism, whether 
they call themselves Communists 
and stand. with Russian and Chi- 
nese imperialism or democrats 
and stand with U.S. imperialism. 

In drawing a balance of the re- 
cent conflict, it is necessary 
to view things from a revolu- 
tionary working class perspec- 
tive, the revolutionary Marxist 
perspective of unflagging prole- 
tarian internationalism and ab- 
solute opposition to capitalism 
in all its forms. 

We dealt with the question of 
whether capitalism could be de- 
stroyed as a result of an NLF/ 


North Vietnamese victory in our 

last issue in "Is Indochina Go- 

ing Communist?":_ “5 Sa 
Before deciding whether or not 
Indochina is going communist, 
we must be clear on what com- 
munism is: and what it is not. 
For a Marxist, communism has 
nothing to do with what pre- 
sently exists in Russia, Chi- 
na, Cuba, North Vietnam, etc. 
Communism is a global society 
of freely associated produc- 
ers, a society without bosses 
and workers, just producers, a 
society based on production for 
social need, not for profit 
(either for corporate magnates 
or for state bureaucrats). 
eeels Indochina going commun- 
ist? NO! Communism is the lib- 


erating task of the world's 
workers! It is not statified 
exploitation! 
Let us deal now with the other 
leftist argument in defense of 
the "Vietnamese revolution", the 
argument that the Vietnamese 
people are expressing their 
right to self-determination as a 
nation and that their defeat of 
the U.S. backed Saigon regime 
represents a setback for world 
imperialism. This is the point of 
view of those Trotskyist groups 
who fancy themselves as having a 
state capitalist analysis of the 
Soviet Union (in reality, their 
analysis is state capitalist on- 
ly in the sense that they -- like 
the other leftists -- make their 
—*aneiyeis.as a faction of capital 
and a real if not admitted de- 
fender of state capitalism). 

Let us begin by stating that 
revolutionary communist workers 
are not for national liberation. 
Nor are we for the maintenance 
of national oppression. We are 
for the breaking down of fron- 


tiers and an end to nations 
through the revolutionary action 
of the world working class. This 
is because nations and thus na- 
tional liberation -- the freeing 
of the nation to "do as it 
pleases" with relation to other 
nations -- and national oppres- 
sion -- the subordination of one 


Gunboats and Marines 


May 19--The Mayaguez incident 
certainly is -+ as the "Chica- 
go Tribune" put it -- a "tale 

of confusion". The confusion be- 
gins with the seizure of the 
Mayaguez by the Cambodian gov- 
ernment. It is not clear to this 
day why they seized the freight- 
ere The U.S. government then 
promptly took action. First de- 
manding the release of the ship 
and then sending in marines and 
bpmbers to "rescue" the ship and 
its crew. However, the "Tribune" 
account of the "rescue" opera- 
tion asks some very interesting 
questions: Why was the air strike 
of Cambodian air bases not halt- 
ed when the crew had been freed 
(before the first strike wave 
went in)? If the strikes were to 
protect Marines, why were they 
carried out at the end of the 
battle? The U.S. government 
claims that the Cambodians gave 
up the crew as a result of the 
strikes. How can this be when it 
is clear that the crew had to be 
on its way before the strikes in 
order to reach the American 
forces when they did? Clearly 
this was a case of the elephant 
stepping on the mouse to prove 
that the mouse can not push it 
around. Following the incident 
the Thai government has recal- 


led its U.S. envoy and demanded 
a review of all U.S.-Thai treat- 
ies and the withdrawal of all 
U.S. troops from Thailand by 
next March. Thus, if anything, 
the incident underlines the de- 
cline of the U.S. as a "super- 
power" in the Far East, leaving 
the field open for Russia, China 
and Japan. 

Through the confusion one 
thing comes out loud and clear: 
both the Cambodia and U.S. capi- 
talists care nothing for human 


life. The lives of the Mayaguez 
crewmen and the American and 
Cambodian soldiers and Sailors 
are just so many expendable 
pawns in the deadly game of 
chess called world diplomacy, 
where the capitalists make up 
the rules as they go along. This 
is most graphically illustrated 
by the fact that while the Maya- 
quez crew was being ferried to 
the Cambodian mainland, they 
were knowingly strafed and gas- 
sed by U.S. planes. Not to men- 
tion the useless butchery of Am- 
erican marines (casualty list 
now close to 100) and Cambodian 
troops ‘e.g. the sinking of 
three gunboats). 

Many American workers have 
been caught up in the wave of 


nationalist hysteria fostered by 
the government. Many workers 

talk of how "we" had to get "our" 
ship. Well, now that the U.S. has 
recovered the Mayaguez, why 
don't we try to take a cruise on 
"our" ship and see how quickly 
the UeS. armed forces drive us 
off the Mayaguez just the same 

as if we were the Cambodians. 

The freighters, factories and 
other means of production in this 
country are not ours. They be- 
long to the capitalist corpora- 
tions and their state. While the 
state and corporations talk of 
Cambodian piracy, they live off 
the surplus-value pirated from 
use Capitalism is a social sys- 
tem based on piracy. It could not 
go on without the profits which 
we produce, but which are used by 
the capitalists for their own 
purposes. 

As the crisis deepens each na- 
tional capital finds it more and 
more difficult to maintain its 
profits and is forced to expand 
its power at the expense of oth- 
er national capitals. This inev- 
itably leads to wars and more 
"minor" confrontations like that 
over the Mayaguez. However, there 
is no other way that capitalism 


continued on page 3 


nation to another -- are expres- 
Sions of capitalism. In fact, 
the nation is only a capitalist 
entity. 

Self-determination for a nation. 
simply means the political inde- 
pendence of the capitalist class 
of that nation (at least formal- 
ly) from all other capitalists. 
However, in decadent 20th cen- 
tury capitalism with its inher- 
ently imperialistic nature, such 
independence is virtually mean- 
ingless. Imperialism is not a 
policy that can be discarded by 
this or that national capital 
bloc. It is, on the contrary,the 
only way that capital can func- 
tion during its decadence. 

The source of decadence and 
imperialism lies in the profit 
drive of capitalism and the ten- 
dency for the rate of profit to 
fall: 

The central contradiction in 

the process of capital accymu- 

lation is the tendential fall 
in the rate of profit, brought 
about since the proportion of 
dead to living labour (the or- 
ganic composition of capital) 
constantly rises, and because 
living labour is the only 
source of new value. 

In the nineteenth century the 

~fall in the rate of profit 

could be offset by various 
means. First among them was the 
decennial crisis, leading to 
devaluation and centralisation 
of capital. Others were in- 
creasing exploitation (wage 
cuts, piece work), and imper- 
ialist expansion to seize 
cheaper food sources, raw ma- 
terials, find areas to which 
capital could be exported, and 
markets where commodities could 
be sold above value. But with 
the division of the world in 
the twentieth century among 
the big imperialist powers, 
such imperialist attempts to 
offset the fall in profits 

lead inevitably to wars, of 
which 1914 was the first deci- 

Sive expression. 

(REVOLUTIONARY PERSPECTIVES) 
In an attempt to offset the fal- 
ling rate of profit the capital- 
ists must constantly cut each 
others' throats in order to get 
the cheapest sources of raw mat- 
erial and labor and the most 
profitable markets. As a result 
of this competition weaker na- 
tional economies are inevitably 
subordinated to one or another 
imperialist power. The national 
liberation struggle is at most a 
struggle for a little room to 
maneuver between the various 
powers and the fight by the weak- 
er national capitalist class to 
gain a-larger share of the pro- 
fits y rea from the exploita- 
tion of their workers. 

In general these conflicts 
simply become subordinated to 
the various broader interimper- 
ialist rivalries. Far from weak- 
ening world imperialism, the re- 
Sults of the Vietnam conflict 
serve only to shift the balance 
of forces between competing 


continued on page: 3 


